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Why?

• Preservation of cultural and spiritual values,

• Provides capacity building,

• Provides informed decision making in planning 
and environmental matters pertaining to 
community and Traditional Lands,
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community and Traditional Lands,

• Provides potential for revenue sharing in 
resource development.
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• Consult and obtain input with various community groups 
and individual members on a variety of topics that separate 
use and occupancy such as: 
• familial history (birth place and home),
• sensitive traditional/cultural locations, 
• resource harvesting and gathering areas.

Approach

• Use GIS base maps to illustrate existing 
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Elder Interview

• Use GIS base maps to illustrate existing 
areas and add community based information,

• Conduct personal interviews with Elders and resource harvesters using GIS 
“live mapping approach.”

• Store geospatial information from personal interviews and combine to form 
areas, locations, and routes (e.g. travel) for analysis and mapping.
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Process Summary

Map and Document

Themes
� Land Use
� Environment
� Cultural/Spiritual

Identify Components
� Protected/Sensitive Areas
� Birthplace
� Graves
� Hunting/Fishing Areas
� Gathering Areas

Traditional Territory 
Defined
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Map and Document

Land Use

Occupancy

Defined
(Protect Areas)
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Example

Ram’s Head Lady Slipper 

(Cypripedium arietinum)
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Ancient Petroforms
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Benefits of Using GIS

• Works best in combination with capacity building – GIS community 
training,

• Integrated approach to development and 
management of resources,

• Provides “living database” that can be 
updated,
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GIS Training Program

• Identifies information gaps and overlaps 
with other Aboriginal Communities,

• Provides valuable information for landscape and ecosystem analysis –
Traditional Knowledge

• Mapping identifies and maintains biodiversity through collective agreements.


